Geography: Rivers and the Water Cycle

Key Vocabulary The journey and features of a river
waterfall
channel | Alength of water that joins two larger areas of water.
upper course
course | The specific path ariver takes.
downstream | The direction that a river flows. tributary <
middle course
The wearing away of land by forces such as water, wind and e upper course
ice.
lower course meander
floodolai The flat area around a river that often gets flooded when the wider and
oodplain
P level of water in the river is too high. deeper
mouth
meander | Awinding curve orbend in ariver. floodplain
mouth | Where the river opens outinto the sea.
) A large, natural stream of water flowing in a channel to the middle and lower
rver . course
sea, a lake, or another river. -
middle and lower course
The start of a river. This could be a spring, lake, bog or marsh.
A river may have more than one source. 1. Evaporation happeng when hea’F from The River Mersey
the sun causes the liquid water in - . S—
tributary | A stream that feeds into a large stream or river. oceans, lakes, rivers to warm up and i £ 5 3
evaporate, filling the atmosphere with
The water cycle water vapour.
2. Asthe air containing water vapour
condensation rlses,.lt cools down and beg!ns.to.turn ) "
water condansas and precipi’ra’rion back into small droplets of liguidina 5 4 & -
forms clouds - process called condensation. Clouds Physical features Human features
~C t are made when the droplets of water
i 55 . :the * Ferry
: clump together. P . . T l
1 3. Water droplets in clouds grow bigger. . Fenmnctles.ft . All";m: Dock
evaporarion These big water droplets then fall to the .orm(.aTo wo . Sh'eL ‘[Z'C
surface of Earth as precipitation in the rivers: lame Ipbuitding
. . and Goyt. * Manchester
form of rain, hail, sleet or snow. - .
. . * 70 miles long. Ship Canal
. . 4. Precipitation falls into lakes, oceans or .1 l A . L l
I s PR collection rivers where it is stored. This is called ravels wes |verpoo
. \ collection. from Stockport skyline
~ rivers drain into the sea 5. The liquid water then evaporates, and to the Irish * Tourism
. Sea.
the water cycle starts all over again.




